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Harkness Circle: Essential Questions

1. How does Macbeth present the concept of fate---positively or negatively? How is Macbeth representative of mankind as a whole in regards to how one pursues his/her fate?

2. Do you believe that the theme of consequences for wrong-doing is accurately portrayed in Macbeth? Is its portrayal accurate to real-life (do those that do wrong, end up with consequences that match their behavior)?

3. What is your opinion of Lady Macbeth’s character (think about how she is portrayed throughout the WHOLE play, not just her first appearance)? How do you feel Shakespeare is presenting the female gender role through this character?

4. How do you feel the male gender role is portrayed in Macbeth? Do you feel it is accurate—why or why not?

5. The concept of violence and killing is skewed in Macbeth. The audience is prompted to look down on Macbeth for murder, but condones Macduff’s murder because of his heroic status/purpose. What is your opinion on killing? Is it ever just? Do you agree with Shakespeare’s portrayal of killing in Macbeth?
6. How do you characterize an appropriate leader? Can a leader have vices as long as he/she can hide them? Which vices are acceptable for a leader to have and which are not?
